about Nagari
The Nagari Short Film Competition is an annual
competition designed to guide and develop films that
focus on urban issues, specific to Indian cities. Nagari
intends to be a bioscope for the city, and through this
lens, we explore diverse urban conditions and focus
our attention on them.

Nagari is unique as it has been conceptualised as a
guided exercise, with a panel of mentors on board to
help participants create a film.
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Nagari strives to make urban design and planning
more accessible to the public through film. Nagari
seeks to create an opportunity for filmmakers,
architects, planners and social scientists to channel
their thoughts and visions toward depicting the
urban realm. The competition will provide
professionals with an opportunity to collaborate with
like-minded individuals from different backgrounds,
and to utilize film as a medium to discuss the nature
of urbanism in Indian cities.

nagari 2022
Through the 21st century, India will be experiencing
one of the most dramatic settlement transitions in
history, as its urban population doubles to more than
800 million.[1]
Over the last few decades, we have seen how rapid
population growth, high densities, poverty and high
differentials in access to housing, public services and
infrastructure have led to an increase in vulnerability,
especially in India’s urban centres.
Previous editions of Nagari have looked at the state
of housing and the challenges of livelihood that exist
within this rapid urbanisation.

[1] UN World Urbanisation Prospects, 2018
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This year, Nagari will focus on a single idea of how
stories in urban India are tied to water.

theme
Nagari 2022 aims to create an anthology of the many
ways that water interacts with our lives.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In its scarcity
In urban water conservation
In its equitable distribution
As a driver of economy
Its contamination
In urban planning and disaster management
And as a means for public intervention
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We have created a glimpse of some ways these
interactions have taken place, and we’re excited
about how filmmakers might expand this discussion.

December 2018
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scarcity
The availability of water in India has fallen to 22% of what it
was a century ago.[2] At this rate, India is expected to become a
water-scarce country.

[2] WRIS India wiki

The flow of water from various tributaries that feed Shakambari Jheel in
Rajasthan has been affected by dams and bunds being built on them. This has
caused the lake to dry up and impacted the local ecosystem.
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distribution
Depleting reserves have distanced large sections of the
population from access to a clean, piped municipal water
supply. Many have been forced to travel long distances to
access clean sources of water, or compromise on water quality.

Residents line up to fill containers with drinking water from a
municipal tanker in New Delhi, illustrating the struggle that
many face in receiving potable water.
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Urban Planning
Climate-resilient planning and disaster management have
often fallen to the wayside against the immediate needs of
housing, transit, sanitation, safety, jobs, water and energy.

Despite Chennai’s continuous development and increasing population, nothing
in the city’s disaster response has changed over the last 16 years even after the
devastating 2015 floods. Most of Chennai's problems revolve around poor planning
and the encroachment of waterways, made worse by the inadequate and poorly
managed infrastructure, resulting in blocked drains and over-burdened systems.
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Conservation
Methods that sustainably source water have been ignored by
the immediate demands of growing cities.

Till the 1950s, Jodhpur’s water demand was fulfilled by a resilient interconnected system
of bawris (stepwells) that could harvest rainwater. However, with the introduction of
the Indira Gandhi Canal in 1983, the city now feels that the water demand is adequately
fulfilled by the canal and has gradually begun ignoring these structures.
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Economies
Water-adjacent livelihoods have often faced the most direct
and intense impacts of urbanisation. Cities along peninsular
India are increasingly dependent on the food, logistics and
tourism potential of the ocean.

The rapid urbanisation of Mumbai has harmed the coastal ecology and
availability of seafood in the sea. Traditional fishing communities like the Kolis
now struggle to survive.
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Contamination
The absence of rational policies has led to the relentless
exploitation of water resources. Contamination of water
sources by industries and improper sewage management has
limited the number of water sources available.

The Yamuna river, often called Delhi’s lifeline, is gasping for life. The 22-km stretch
along the national capital has negligible aquatic life — thanks to drains from the
industries and the city that pour untreated sewage and other waste into the river.
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Public Intervention
Public participation has always been a key component of the
improvement of urban areas.
Nagari invites a review or critique of urban projects that
intersect with the city and water.

The new amendments to Lakshadweep planning laws fast-track several
construction projects in this eco-sensitive area. Fearing concretisation of their
beaches, residents came out in large numbers to protest the amendments to the law.

SHORTLISTING + SHOOTING

REVIEW + SHARING

The registration for the Nagari Film Competition
will be online, you can fill out the form here.

Shortlisting:

Final review:

The registration requires three deliverables:
1. Curriculum Vitae (CV) of all participating
members, in order to understand the
background and professional experience
of the team.
2. A brief outline or abstract of the film script,
up to 500 words.
3. A brief note on the audio-visual treatment
and 3-4 accompanying visuals.

The deadline for submission of the outline is
12:00 noon IST on Sunday, 10 May 2022.
You will be required to upload the above
deliverables as a part of the registration form, so
please keep them ready before attempting to fill
the form. Shortlisting will happen on a rolling
basis, which means that the registration will
close once 20 entries are selected.
Thus, it is advised to register at the earliest.

Interviews:

Selected submissions will be interviewed
by CCF and may potentially be selected to the
Nagari Shortlist.

CCF will shortlist 20 entries. The teams involved
in the shortlisted entries will be given 15 days
to detail and edit their scripts guided by the
Mentors and subject experts. These 20 teams
shall be awarded an honorarium of ₹5,000 each.

Selection:

10 teams will then be selected, and awarded an
honorarium of ₹45,000 each. The funds will be
dispersed in 3 instalments, linked to stages of
the film’s progress.
Films must adhere to the following
specifications:
1. Time: up to 7 minutes in length.
2. Context: Water in urban India.
3. The film must be shot in 16:9 frame and
submitted in HD (1080p).
4. The film can be in any language. The
final film will have to be submitted with a
separate subtitle track in English.

Filmmaking:

The 10 selected teams will be given 3 months to
shoot and edit their films.

step 3

REGISTRATION + OUTLINE
Step 2

Step 1

How to participate
Selected participants will create their films
under the guidance of the Mentors (each
Mentor is responsible for 2 teams). These
10 films will be reviewed by an independent
Jury in October.
There will be 3 categories of awards:
1. The Jury will confer one film with the
Jury Award.
2. The Jury will nominate one film as the
Runner Up.
3. Additionally, the film with the most
public engagement will be awarded the
People’s Choice Award.
The Jury may decide to commend additional
films. CCF may also recognise a member
of the filmmaking team who has shown
exceptional talent.
All participants must send, as a
downloadable file, their final videos to
nagari@charlescorreafoundation.org
All videos will be uploaded to the CCF
YouTube channel, “NagariTV”.

SELECTION

COMPETITION

12 April

14 - 27 May

30 September

Registrations open

10 May
Registrations close
Teams intending to participate will have to
submit the registration form, along with an
abstract and outline of the proposed film,
and a brief note on the profile of the team
members.

14 May
Announcement of the Nagari shortlist.

Interaction of the 20 teams with Mentors
and subject experts.

11 June

Submission of detailed scripts.

December

REGISTRATION

September - November

July - August

schedule 2022

Submission of all the 10 shortlisted films
All shortlisted films will be uploaded on the
CCF YouTube channel ‘NagariTV’

01-15 October
Jury + Polling

16 June

Selection of 10 teams.

July - September
Shooting + Editing + Post-production
Shortlisted teams will produce their films
under the guidance of the Mentors.

A window for the Jury to review the films and
the teams to spread the word and gather
support for the People’s Choice Award.

21 October
Award Ceremony

Dates are tentative and are
subject to change

mentorship
advisor

mentors

Sanjiv Shah

Avijit Mukul Kishore

Bina Paul

Arjun Gourisaria

Rajula Shah

Filmmaker, Editor, Producer
Ahmedabad

Filmmaker, Educator
Mumbai

Filmmaker, Artistic Director
Kochi

Filmmaker, Editor
Kolkata

Poet, Filmmaker
Bhopal

Sanjiv is a film
editor, producer,
and filmmaker
engaged largely
with documentaries
dealing with social
issues, and exploring
forms of film. As a
part of the exhibition,
The State of Housing
(2018) in Mumbai,
he directed a video
looking at the housing
crisis in India over
the last 70 years.

Avijit is a filmmaker
and cinematographer,
working in documentary
and inter-disciplinary
moving image practices.
He’s involved in
cinema pedagogy as
a lecturer and curates
film programmes for
prominent national
cultural institutions.

Bina works mainly in
Malayalam-language
films. She has over
fifty editing credits
and has directed
four documentaries.
Bina won her first
National Film Award
for Revathi’s ‘Mitr, My
Friend’, which had an
all-woman crew.

Arjun is a producer,
director, editor and
instructor. He has won
many awards including
two National Awards
for Editing - for the
documentaries ‘Gulabi
Gang’ (2014) and ‘Shut
Up Sona’ (2020). His
maiden co-directorial
feature, ‘Sthaniya
Sambaad’ (2011) won
the Best Film Award at
the New York Indian
Film Festival.

Rajula completed
her diploma in Film
Direction from FTII,
Pune. She holds a
master's degree in
English Literature.
She has made
documentaries on
various themes.

charles correa and films
Charles Correa loved films! He often said that films
and toy-trains led him to become an architect and
an urbanist. While a graduate student at MIT, Correa
directed, wrote and animated a 10-minute film, ‘You
and Your Neighbourhood’ (1955). This was the first film
submitted as a thesis at MIT!

1955 Director, Scriptwriter, Animator,
and Photographer for ‘You & Your
Neighbourhood’, Masters Thesis, MIT
1975 Director and Scriptwriter for
documentary ‘City on the Water’,
Films Division, Government of India
1986 Scriptwriter for Audio-Visual
‘VISTARA: The Architecture of India’
1995 Scriptwriter and Director for
Video ‘The Blessings of the Sky’

Still from ‘City on the Water’ Films Division of India.

FILMOGRAPHY

Two decades later, the Films Division, Government
of India asked him to make a film on his buildings,
but he instead wrote and directed ‘City on the Water’
(1975). The film was on the planning of New Bombay
(later Navi Mumbai) – an idea he had co-authored
as a response to the already overcrowded the city
of Bombay. The film looks at solutions developed by
urban planners for less congested living options for the
constantly moving workforce of the city.
In 1986, Correa curated the landmark exhibition
‘VISTARA: The Architecture of India’ in collaboration
with the Government of India. For this, he also wrote
a 9-projector audio-visual (directed by Imtiaz Dharker)
which was screened during the exhibition.
Correa’s last foray into creating film was a short video,
“The Blessings of the Sky” (1995) which he wrote and
directed. Aside from these four films, Correa engaged
deeply with other filmmakers who used his buildings,
his advocacy and his life as a subject of their own films.

THE CHARLES CORREA FOUNDATION
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTs

The Charles Correa Foundation (CCF) is an initiative of
internationally renowned architect and urban planner
Charles Correa. CCF acts as a catalyst for architectural,
urban design, planning, and community-based projects
that improve the condition of human settlements
in India.

www.charlescorreafoundation.org

Our work follows an organic process that originates
with identifying an issue or concern that has the
potential to use a design intervention.
Sharing walls with heritage houses in the precinct of
Fontainhas, the Foundation studio occupies a small
footprint in this historic area. Our office is part of the
neighbourhood fabric and the Fontainhas community.
Located at street level, CCF always has its doors open to
anyone interested in engaging in our work.
All work undertaken by CCF is on a non-profit basis.
The Charles Correa Foundation is constituted as a duly
registered not-for-profit public charitable trust and has
been exempted u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act.
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Address:
Charles Correa Foundation
169 St Sebastian Street Fontainhas
Panaji, GOA - 403.001
t: +91 9309411233
e: nagari@charlescorreafoundation.org

