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The Nagari Short Film Competition is an annual competition 
designed to guide and develop films that focus on urban issues, 
specific to Indian cities. Nagari intends to be a bioscope for the 
city, and through this lens we explore diverse urban conditions 
and focus our attention on them.
 
Nagari strives to make urban design and planning more accessible 
to the public through film. Through this lens, we seek to create 
an opportunity for filmmakers, architects, planners and social 
scientists to channel their thoughts and visions towards depicting 
the urban realm. The competition will provide professionals with 
an opportunity to collaborate with like-minded individuals from 
different backgrounds, and to utilize film as a medium to discuss 
the nature of urbanism in Indian cities.
 
Nagari is unique as it has been conceptualised as a guided 
exercise, with a panel of mentors on board to help participants 
create a film.

about nagari
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“An equally important facet of the right to life is the right to livelihood 
because no person can live without the means of livelihood.” — 
Excerpt from the unanimous judgement of The Supreme Court of 
India in Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation, 1985.

Nagari 2020 looked at housing adequacy in cities. The Brief 
focussed on the United Nations declaration of housing adequacy 
as a fundamental human right. Article 25 of the United Nations 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) stresses that the 
right to housing needs to be supplemented by a right to livelihood.

This year, Nagari will address the subject of people and livelihoods 
in Indian cities. It will attempt to not only use film as a medium to 
narrate the issues, but really to expand an understanding of the 
subject and extend it’s representation and relevance in India.

‘Livelihood’ is based on the interdependencies that exist between 
economics, politics, society, and culture. Scope and substance of 
livelihood are determined by a country’s economic growth, but it 
must encompass fundamental requirements of existence as well as 
the right to perform those functions as labour and occupation. Dr 
B. R. Ambedkar wrote that he caste system is not merely a division of 
labour, but also a division of labourers [2]  and that economic reform 
cannot take place without a revision of the social arrangement.

NAGARI 2021
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A fifth of India’s population (21.9% or approximately 363 million 
people) live below the poverty line. Of which, the rural poor 
account for nearly 260 million, and the urban poor for nearly 
about 103 million. [3]  We have seen too that the COVID-19 
pandemic has caused an economic contraction in India. The 
number of poor people, with incomes of $2 or less a day, rose 
by at least 75 million. [4] In the month of April 2020 alone, it is 
reported that 122 million lost their jobs. This is a 30% fall in 
employment from the previous year (2019). [5] The scale of this 
livelihood crisis presents an opportunity to rethink the current 
means of livelihood and the economy.

Understanding struggles for livelihood in Indian cities may reveal 
the structure and history of communities and occupations that 
have been marginalized and unreported through the function 
of labour and inadequate social representation. This nature of 
development seeks to limit those in the informal/unorganised 
margins of the economic spectrum.

Nagari 2021 will look at how the planning of cities shapes the 
lives of people trying to earn a livelihood. Thus the films could 
focus on individuals or groups within a city or across the nation.

NAGARI 2021

[1]  Mitra, A ‘Migration, Livelihood and Well-being: Evidence 
from Indian City Slums’ April 2009,

[2] Ambedkar, B. R. ‘Annihilation of Caste’ 1936
[3] According to 2011 statistics from the Asia Development 

Bank, https://www.adb.org/countries/india/poverty

[4] Kocchar, R, ‘In the pandemic, India’s middle class shrinks 
and poverty spreads while China sees smaller changes’ 
PEW Research Centre; March 18, 2021

[5] Vyas, M. ‘India has a jobs bloodbath as unemployment 
rate shoots up to 27.1%’ Centre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy Pvt. Ltd. (CMIE); May 05, 2020. P
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This year, the Nagari Short Film Competition is looking for films 
that tell stories about ‘people and livelihoods’ in urban India.

These films can be based on fictional and non-fictional narratives. 
The film can be live-action, animated, or a combination. 
Participants can also work with found material and footage within 
the permutation of copyrights.

Duration:
We are looking for short films, upto a maximum of 7 minutes  
in length.

Team: 
All entries should be submitted by teams led by at least  
2 principal members.

The teams must be multidisciplinary. It is mandatory that one 
member of the team be a filmmaker, or have prior filmmaking 
experience. The other member of the team should be involved 
in the issues of livelihood and the city, and have an in-depth 
understanding of the subject.
 
Write to us at nagari@charlescorreafoundation.org for any 
query/help in connecting with possible collaborators.

FORMAT
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REGISTRATION + OUTLINE

St
ep

 1
how to participate

SHORTLISTING + SHOOTING
 - Shortlisting:  

CCF will shortlist 10 entries. The teams whose entries are 
shortlisted will be given 3 months to shoot and edit their films. 

 - The 10 shortlisted teams will be awarded an honorarium of 
₹50,000 each. The funds will be dispersed in 3 instalments, 
linked to stages of the film’s progress. 
 
Films must adhere to the following specifications:

1. Time: upto 7 minutes in length.
2. Context: People, Livelihoods, in urban India.
3. The film must be shot in 16:9 frame and submitted  

in HD (1080p)
4. The film can be in any language. The final film will have to be 

submitted with a separate subtitle track in English. 

 - Aids and Tools:  
CCF will organise discussions on various issues in the urban 
realm, especially on livelihoods and human rights. The 
Mentors will orient the teams towards documentary 
filmmaking and guide them in technical aspects.
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 3 REVIEW + SHARING
 - Final review: 
Shortlisted participants will create their films under the 
guidance of the Mentors (each mentor is responsible 
for 2 teams). These 10 films will be reviewed by the Jury 
in December. 

 - There will be 2 categories of awards:   
- One film will be conferred the Jury Award.  
- One film will be nominated as the Runner Up. 
- Additionally, the film with the most public 
engagement will be awarded the People’s Choice 
Award. 

 - All participants must send, as a downloadable file, their 
final videos to CCF at, 
nagari@charlescorreafoundation.org 

 - All videos will be uploaded on the CCF  
YouTube channel, “NagariTV”.

 - The registration for the Nagari Film Competition will be 
online, you can fill the form here. 
 
The registration requires three deliverables: 

1. Curriculum Vitae (CV) of all participating members, in 
order to understand the background and professional 
experience of the team.

2. A brief outline or abstract of the film script,  
up to 500 words.

3. A brief note on the audio-visual treatment and 3-4 
accompanying visuals. 

 - The deadline for submission of the outline is  
12:00 noon IST on Friday, 13 August 2021. 

 - You will be required to upload the above deliverables 
as a part of the registration form, so please keep them 
ready before attempting to fill the form. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChe62vNU6qpCTKQ-1hsLWFA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGDJeXeH-SYb7AQuCrwN265t0gjA2nOio6rr81kuR11YZREw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGDJeXeH-SYb7AQuCrwN265t0gjA2nOio6rr81kuR11YZREw/viewform


schedule 2021

01 December
Submission of all the 10 shortlisted films 
 
All shortlisted films will be uploaded on the 
CCF YouTube channel ‘NagariTV’

01 - 15 December
Jury + Polling

A window for the Jury to review the films and 
the teams to spread the word and gather 
support for the People’s Choice Award.

20 December
Award Ceremony
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REGISTRATION SELECTION COMPETITION

01 September - 30 November
Shooting + Editing + Post-production 
 
Shortlisted teams will produce their films 
under the guidance of the Mentors. 

Mid-October
Mid-review of all the 10 shortlisted films

15 July
Registrations open

13 August
Registrations close

Teams intending to participate will have to 
submit the registration form, along with an 
abstract and outline of the proposed film, 
along with a brief note on the profile of the 
team members. 

30 August 
Shortlisting teams + assigning Mentors +
Mentor reviews
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REGISTRATION

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChe62vNU6qpCTKQ-1hsLWFA


Filmmaker,  Artistic Director  

IFFK, Kerala

Filmmaker,  Editor  

Kolkata

BhopalFilmmaker, Educator

Mumbai

Bina Paul

Avijit Mukul Kishore
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Filmmaker

Founder, Justice Adda

Sanjiv Shah

SIDDHARTH DE SOUZA

Rajula Shah

Arjun Gourisaria

Sanjiv is a film editor, producer, 
and filmmaker engaged 
largely with documentaries 
dealing with social issues, and 
exploring forms of film. As 
a part of the exhibition The 
State of Housing (2018) in 
Mumbai, he directed a video 
looking at the housing crisis in 
India over the last 70 years.

Siddharth is a Postdoctoral 
Researcher at the Global 
Data Justice project  at the 
Tilburg Institute for Law, 
Technology and Society and 
is interested in the role data 
plays at the intersection 
of law and development.  
He is also the founder of 
‘Justice Adda’, a legal design 
social venture in India, and a 
researcher at ‘FemLab.Co.’

Bina works mainly in Malayalam-
language films. She has over fifty 
editing credits and has directed 
four documentaries. Bina won 
her first National Film Award for 
Revathi’s ‘Mitr, My Friend’, which 
had an all-woman crew. 

mentorship
Avijit is a filmmaker and 
cinematographer, working 
in documentary and inter-
disciplinary moving image 
practices. He’s involved in cinema 
pedagogy as a lecturer and curates 
film programmes for prominent 
national cultural institutions.

Rajula completed her diploma 
in Film Direction from FTII, 
Pune. She holds a masters 
degree in English Literature.
She has made documentaries 
on various themes

Arjun is a producer, director, 
editor and instructor. He 
has won many awards 
including two National 
Awards for Editing - for the 
documentaries ‘Gulabi Gang’ 
(2014) and ‘Shut Up Sona’ 
(2020). His maiden co-
directorial feature, ‘Sthaniya 
Sambaad’ (2011) won the Best  
Film Award at the New York 
Indian Film Festival.

https://globaldatajustice.org/
https://globaldatajustice.org/
https://www.justiceadda.com/
https://femlab.co/


Charles Correa (1930-2015) absolutely loved films! He often said, and 
wrote, that toy-trains and films lead him to become an architect and 
an urbanist. In 1954, the Housing Association of Metropolitan Boston 
approached Prof. György Kepes with funding for a film, and Kepes asked 
Correa (at that time, a graduate student at MIT), if he’d be interested in 
making it. So as his Master’s Thesis, Correa directed, wrote, animated 
and photographed a 10-minute film titled ‘You and Your Neighbourhood’ 
(1955). It was the first time a film was submitted as a thesis at MIT!  
 
Two decades went by, and in 1975 he was asked by the Films Division, 
Government of India, to make a film on his buildings, but he chose to 
instead make a film on New Bombay, an idea he had co-authored, and 
was just beginning to take form. So, he wrote and directed a film titled 
‘City on the Water’ a documentary about the planning of the city of New 
Bombay (later Navi Mumbai), as a response to the already overcrowded 
Bombay. The film looks at solutions developed by urban planners for less 
congested living options for the constantly moving workforce of the city.
 
In 1986, Correa curated ‘VISTARA: The Architecture of India’ in 
collaboration with the Government of India. VISTARA was a landmark 
exhibition. He wrote the script for a 9-projector audio-visual (directed by 
Imtiaz Dharker) which was screened during the exhibition. 
 
Correa’s last foray into creating film was a short video, “The Blessings of 
the Sky” which he wrote and directed in 1995. Aside from these four films, 
Correa engaged deeply with other filmmakers who used his buildings and 
his life as a subject of their own films.

charles correa & film

FILMOGRAPHY 

1955 Director, Scriptwriter, Animator, 
and Photographer for ‘You & Your 
Neighbourhood’, Masters Thesis, MIT 

1975 Director and Scriptwriter for 
documentary ‘City on the Water’, Films 
Division, Government of India 

1986 Scriptwriter for Audio-Visual 
‘VISTARA: The Architecture of India’ 

1995 Scriptwriter and Director for Video 
‘The Blessings of the Sky’
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EDUCATION AND RESEARCH IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTs

Address: 
Charles Correa Foundation
169 St Sebastian Street Fontainhas
Panaji, GOA - 403.001

t: +91 832 222-0058
e: nagari@charlescorreafoundation.org 

www.charlescorreafoundation.org

The Charles Correa Foundation (CCF) is an initiative of 
internationally renowned architect and urban planner 
Charles Correa. CCF acts as a catalyst for architectural, 
urban design, planning, and community-based projects that 
improve the condition of human settlements in India.

Our work follows an organic process that originates with 
identifying an issue or concern that has the potential to use 
a design intervention.

Sharing walls with heritage houses in the precinct of 
Fontainhas, the Foundation studio occupies a small footprint 
in this historic area. Our office is part of the neighbourhood 
fabric and the Fontainhas community. Located at street 
level, CCF always has its doors open to anyone interested in 
engaging in our work.

All work undertaken by CCF is on a non-profit basis. 
The Charles Correa Foundation is constituted as a duly 
registered not-for-profit public charitable trust and has been 
exempted u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act. 

THE CHARLES CORREA FOUNDATION


