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feature essay
improving our own neighbourhood — THE CASE OF MALA
This essay will look back at one of the Charles Correa
Foundation’s earliest projects, an intervention in our
immediate neighbourhood — the precincts of Mala and
Fontainhas, in Panaji, Goa.
Older urban precincts that still survive in rapidly
growing Indian cities, perpetually face a threat of drastic
transformations. The adjoining precincts of Mala and
Fontainhas are some of the oldest neighborhoods in Panaji,
they developed, organically, as the capital of Estado da
Índia was moved from Old Goa to Panaji from 1790 to 1843.
Predatory real-estate development, inadequate state
policies on heritage conservation, unplanned changes
made as an immediate solution, and the weak financial
capacities of the owners to maintain their old houses, are
some of the causes responsible for the rapid deterioration
of these areas. These neighbourhoods continue to get lost
in the chaos of the new construction.
As vice-chairman of the task force for the Regional Plan for
Goa 2021 (RPG-21), Charles Correa, aware of the dangers
of overdevelopment in Goa, championed the need to
safeguard Goan heritage for future generations. This was an
issue Correa cared deeply about. In 1972 Correa had written
an essay ‘Goa: Planning for Tourism’ where he stressed
that “it is imperative that we identify zones of conservation.”
He went on to say that, “it is sad to see that crucial sections
of Goa are unnecessarily vandalised.” He uses the main
square of Panaji as an example, lamenting on how the older
structures — at most two stories high, with shaded arcades
over the pavements are now being replaced by concrete
structures rising straight up, ignoring the street.

Location Map of Mala settlement in Panaji city, Goa.
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Soon after formulating the draft RPG-21 Plan, Correa set
up the Charles Correa Foundation in 2011, in a heritage
house he had recently renovated in Fontainhas. To fit the
vision, conserve and protect heritage precincts like our
neighbourhood, CCF initiated the project ‘Redevelopment
of Mala and Fontainhas’. The project’s main objective was
to improve these neighbourhoods by bridging the gap
between the individual stakeholders and the implementing
agencies of the local and state government.
CCF’s aim was to upgrade and improve the streets and
open spaces of this neighbourhood. This would ensure
a better quality of life to residents, and perhaps provide
opportunities for the local economy to prosper.

Section showing the terrain, and the settlement as it ascends vertically — the stairs form the crucial linkages.

There were multiple challenges that arose in this
settlement, and designing for resilience was crucial, given
the unforgiving terrain and heavy monsoon showers. All
this made design interventions in the area susceptible to
rapid deterioration due to poor protection from surface
runoffs.

PROJECT PROFILE
The project would allow a conservation plan to emerge
with sensitive building guidelines for the area. After
extensive survey, meeting ward corporators, citizen
leaders and locals the team identified a project boundary
of approximately 5.5 hectares (13.5 acres) in area, 228
dwellings fell within this site.
The proposal focussed on design improvements, and
identifying appropriate materials for the lanes and public
plazas, proper lighting and drainage systems, surface
treatment and storm water collection for all 228 houses. It
also recommended basic repair of 100 houses, along with
an outline for a conservation plan to emerge in tandem
with sensible building guidelines.

The objective of this project is to ensure that urban
services are made available in proper standards to the
neighbourhoods of Panjim, which are currently facing
deterioration and neglect.

(L) There was no system for rainwater drainage, and hygiene and
sanitation systems were very poor. (R) The existing stairs were slippery
and broken in many areas, they posed a danger to pedestrians.

Panjim’s other neighbourhoods have a similar typology, and
currently there are no proposals to redevelop any of these
areas. Therefore, there is immense potential to replicate and
expand the scope of this redevelopment to all these other
neighbourhoods.
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REDEVELOPMENT STRATEGY & DESIGN PROCESS
A thorough understanding of the service layouts led to
the innovation of a “plug-in system.” This system involves
a typical cross section of a continuous sunken chamber of
water supply pipes. The plug-in system allows for users to
connect to the main line at various points, thus checking
the haphazard additions that initially occurred due to new
residents moving into the vicinity or alterations made by
the existing residents. A similar section was designed to
cater for the sewage requirements of the region.

REDEVELOPMENT STRATEGY & DESIGN PROCESS
Proposed redevelopment of stairways with gradual widening towards
the squares, to enable interaction, encounter and communication
among the residents of the Mala community.

The Mala community was involved throughout the process
of design and implementation — they were consulted on
key decisions, and participated in brainstorming for future
maintenance of the improved lanes and services. This
created a dialogue between the users and led to a deeper
understanding of the intervention.
A notable element of these neighbourhoods is how they
start to grow along the adjoining Altinho Hill. More than
7 stairways intersect the settlement, descending from
Altinho, and were designed as places for pause, rest and
chance encounters between the passers-by. To further the
agenda of activating public spaces, the stairs that lead to
them gradually widen so as to open up to the square. In
addition to enhancing the neighbourhood and activating
public plazas, the architecture of stairways makes them
effective as retaining walls, which in turn are necessary for
safeguarding the already threatened soil cover.

Special attention was given to the mappability of the
new plug-in modules. These would ease the process of
connecting to the service lines whenever alterations or
additions to houses are made. The easily identifiable lines
offer a clear guide, from which one can check the damages
that is often caused while looking for concealed services.

To improve lighting in the precinct, energy efficient wall
mounted lights punctuate some lanes in a staggered
manner while other lanes are interspersed by energy
efficient pole lighting. Having established such a framework
enhances the outdoor spaces multifold as they become
safer and navigable during darkness.
The relatively flat areas in the precinct have been
demarcated and laid out as organised parking. If not
checked, haphazard vehicular access and parking often lead
to reduction in pedestrian areas and an unsafe environment
for children. This act of separating parking spaces allows
for a proper definition of the squares and plazas as purely
non motorized areas hence incorporating elements such
as stairs, benches and play areas becomes almost intuitive.
The residents are also thus free to reinvent these communal
spaces as per their preferences, most of which emerge as
religious and cultural events.

The standardised inspection chambers that punctuate
this plug-in system in an organised manner have recessed
access covers that can accomodate paver blocks in the
direction of the paving pattern. This provides flexibility in
the long run where paving patterns or materials may be
subject to change.

POST IMPLEMENTATION

A system of reinforced concrete channels to drain away
the heavy storm-water runoff from the gutters and paved
surfaces have been materialized in the precinct. This takes
care of a multitude of problems ranging from slippery
walking surfaces to erosion of topsoil due to water runoff.
The new channels are capable of handling the high
quantum of rain that the monsoon brings, as compared to
the previously inadequate and partially damaged drains.

Out of the shortlisted 40 by-lanes to be redeveloped, just
13 of them were implemented by the government. In these
streets, the work carried out included the upgradation of
infrastructural services like the rainwater drainage system,
lighting, water-supply, and sewage system. The latter part
of the project was invested in conserving the architecture
of the building edifices which give the character to this
heritage district.

Adjoining the community spaces within the precinct of
Mala, public toilets were proposed to cater to the increasing
population, and assist in sanitary awareness in an area with
deteriorating standards due to systemic failures.
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Notwithstanding the problems in the implementation
of the project, the areas in which the designs were
implemented have improved, both in terms of physical
infrastructure, as well as in terms of the social life of the
inhabitants. In the evenings, in the aftermath of the
projects, the residents are spending more quality time in
the public areas which were redeveloped.
Small scale interventions, such as improvement in the
surface treatment of the areas, an addition of appropriate
street furniture, along with the day to day maintenance of
the area has resulted in better quality of living for the locals.

YOU AND YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
The surface of the stairways was treated, and made it safer for users.

In order to contain the spread of COVID-19 in urban areas,
the Indian government has identified containment zones
— each approximately 2 square kilometres in area — this
is the distance one can walk comfortably to-and-from,
and often, the distance within which basic amenities are
provided — a neighbourhood. Additionally, ward-level
committees have been activated, to provide essential
supplies and assist the local government in tracking the
spread of the disease.
The solution to combating COVID-19, appears to be
through the neighbourhood — this has presented us with
an opportunity to look around us, and identify the needs of
our own local areas. Charles Correa in his essay ‘Scanning
the Options’ stresses that “To be involved in these (urban)
issues, the architect must be willing to offer his energy
— and his ideas — to society. It is a role that has a very
important historic precedent.” Correa further stresses that
“what these communities need is not only our compassion,
but our professional (i.e., visual and topological) skills. This
exercise of designers interacting with the neighbourhood

has a second side, it highlights the skills of the residents of
the neighbourhood and enables them to discover abilities
that are otherwise taken for granted.
The greatest lesson in the redevelopment of Mala is that,
in order to conserve a heritage neighbourhood in the city,
working in smaller lane-wise projects with community
participation is far more effective rather than imposing
large-scale interventions. Finally, it is important to
understand that preserving the community spirit of the
place is more important than the mere physical fabric of the
area; as Mala is a living neighbourhood.

A view from the staircase looking down to the settlement.

The spaces we live and work in can be improved — just
like Mala, tangibly, by channelising our skills towards these
means. A technical individual — when working together
with citizens who bring their aspirations and cooperation
— leads to a bottom-up participatory design, and has, in
the past, collectively shaped better neighbourhoods
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Z-AXIS 2020 — YOU AND YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD: Conference and design challenge
How do we go about making a change in our society?
Inventor and futurist Buckminster Fuller pointed out that he
saw himself as a “trim tab” to society, in part by recognizing
that a “trim tab’s” tiny movement has leverage to cause the
right shift in the right place at the right time.
“Something hit me very hard once, thinking about what one
little man could do. Think of the Queen Mary—the whole ship
goes by and then comes the rudder. And there’s a tiny thing at
the edge of the rudder called a trim tab.
Our neighbourhoods present an opportunity for the design community
to harness visual skills and act, to improve our habitat.
Photo: Bhaumik Kaji

It’s a miniature rudder. Just moving the little trim tab builds
a low pressure that pulls the rudder around. Takes almost no
effort at all. So I said that the little individual can be a trim
tab. Society thinks it’s going right by you, that it’s left you
altogether. But if you’re doing dynamic things mentally, the
fact is that you can just put your foot out like that and the
whole big ship of state is going to go.
So I said, call me Trim Tab.”

— Buckminster Fuller
‘You & Your Neighbourhood’ is the title of Correa’s Masters
Thesis at MIT, 1955, for which he made an animated film. He
was the scriptwriter, animator, photographer and director.
The focus of Z-axis 2020 developed from a fundamental
principle of citizens acting as trim tabs. In adherence to
Charles Correa’s philosophy of ‘space as a resource’, and his
sectional study of a ‘heirachy of spaces’, Z-axis 2020 looks at
the nature of today’s urbanism at four distinct thresholds:
the city, the commons, the street and the doorstep.
Each threshold is explored with a series of lectures in
September, followed by a design competition in OctoberNovember. We are hosting a number of national and
international speakers who’s work addresses issues at
different scales of thresholds to understand the current
state of our cities, particularly the immediate living
environment.

A jury will critique and recognise projects undertaken
by participants in the design competition, people who
have used ideas generated at the conference to improve
everyday life for their neighbourhoods.
The Charles Correa Memorial Lecture was delivered on 1st
September (Charles’ 90th birthday) by Mirai Chatterjee
of SEWA. Her lecture was titled, ‘Building Resilient
Communities: lessons from inclusive and participatory
planning’. You can watch the Charles Correa Memorial
Lecture here.
To know more about Z-axis 2020 you can check out the
following articles:
Charles Correa’s 1955 Master Thesis Uses Animated Film to
Explain Public Participation in Urban Processes
‘Nightwalkers glide through Tier III towns’: How can India
heal its coronavirus-ravaged cities?
or visit our website, here.
Recordings of the Z-axis 2020 conference are up on our
YouTube channel. You can view them here:
1st September 2020, Charles Correa Memorial Lecture
5th September 2020, Redefining the City for the Public
12th September 2020, Commons and the City
19th September 2020, Streets in the Neighbourhood
26th September 2020, Homes in the Streets
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REMEMBERING CHARLES
GREAT CITY TERRIBLE PLACE (2020)
by RANJIT HOSKOTE
This essay first appeared in Mumbai Mirror, June 7, 2020.
The essay was written in light of the migrant exodus that
took place across India as a result of a complete lockdown
imposed by the Government of India in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. It spoke about the city of Mumbai and
the attitudes that have long prevailed in the urban realm
coming back to the forefront.

As Mumbai’s lockdown exceeds Wuhan’s, poet, art critic
and cultural theorist Ranjit Hoskote on what will emerge
on the other side.
As the lockdown eases up in Mumbai, some species
whose absence we did not miss at all have made their
obtrusive presence felt again. There is the Great Indian
Roadhog honking her or his way up a quiet no-entry
lane that was designed 90 years ago for horse carriages
rather than SUVs. There is the greycrested Indian Spitter
resuming his habits (this is a largely male species), in
blithe disregard of hygiene protocols that are critical
during a pandemic. There is the Chin-masked Chatterer
who will not let a layer of fabric or gauze stand between
her and her smartphone (this is a largely female species)
as she walks around a park whose vegetation has grown
out luxuriantly during the last two months.
But, as we all know, there are thousands of people whose
presence in the metropolis we have taken for granted
over the decades, and whose current absence we sorely
miss. Abandoned to their own devices by the callous
myopia of policy, they struggled to survive in a city that
was choked off at four hours’ notice, emptied of people
and deprived of mobility, robbing them of their sources
of livelihood. At last, they left the city that had offered an
illusion of home and set out for the villages and hamlets
they had left behind.

Sudhir Patwardhan’s ‘Station Road’ captures the hyper-density of
living in the Mumbai-Thane belt. People of varied classes jostle
each other, reflecting the interstitial urban texture of this belt, with
high-rise towers and shanties located cheek-by-jowl. In the midst of
this, individuals and communities pursue their aspirations in a tight
compass

They left on foot or bicycle, using their taxis and
autorickshaws, or fighting for a toehold on overcrowded
trains. They hoped to find sanctuary thousands of miles
away, in another place still invested with the aura of
home. Some of them have perished on the way. Others
have arrived, only to find themselves in quarantine, their
extended family and old neighbours stigmatising them as
potential bearers of the dreaded virus.

Economic necessity will force many of these vulnerable
individuals to come back to Mumbai, but it will not be a
festive return. If ever the urban phenomenon of alienation
was on vivid display, it was in the faces of these contributors
to our city’s economy — auto and taxi drivers, construction
workers, street-food vendors, domestic help, cooks and
waiters, plumbers, carpenters, and numerous other artisans.
Never forget their faces: these are the people we betrayed.
In normal times, it is conventional among the upper middle
classes to complain about the hyper-density of Mumbai,
the ‘outsiders’ who swarm into the city and make a mess
of it. The truth is that we would not survive — as many of
us are learning — without these ‘outsiders’. And it is not
they, but we who have made a mess of the city. Despite
the valiant efforts of the Maharashtra government and the
BMC, make no mistake: this lockdown has proved what a
colossal failure Mumbai is as a metropolis.
Writing in 1985, the visionary architect and urban designer
Charles Correa observed that, for a city to be great, it must
fulfil two preconditions, “First, an economic system which
concentrates power and decision-making in the hands of
a few; and second, at the centre of that decision-making,
leaders with the vision, sensibility and political will to
deploy those resources intelligently.” Ruefully, Correa
added, “The first set of conditions prevails only too often —
the second hardly ever.” Noting how true this was of
Mumbai, he summed up our schizoid mahanagar’s problem
in a memorable phrase, “Great city…terrible place.”
A truly great city must encourage the participation of all
its people in its collective life, in an equitable manner. It
must provide well designed low-cost housing to those who
cannot afford extortionate rents.
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Instead, Mumbai thrives on class asymmetries that we
laugh off with our easy talk of how, unlike the visible
hierarchies of some other cities, we demonstrate an
interstitiality of settlement, with towers of affluence
situated right next to shanties. The real story here is one of
exclusion, inequity, and the thoroughgoing indifference
of the city’s elites towards its subaltern classes. The real
story here is one of insatiable real estate greed, with its
emphasis on exclusive private housing to the utter neglect
of public housing. As anyone flying into Mumbai during
daytime knows, more than half of the city’s population lives
in ephemeral housing, in shanties or slums, under that vast
blue tarp, which is more truly symbolic of our city than the
Gateway of India or Marine Drive.
Mumbai, like the rest of the country, went into complete lockdown on
March 25. Photo: Raju Shinde.

A truly great city must be hospitable to those who join its
perennial momentum, inviting them into a celebration of
cultural diversity. Instead, Mumbai has been increasingly
ghettoised on ethnic, regional, linguistic and religious lines,
its traditional toleration of difference held in counterpoint
by an equally traditional xenophobia whose targets keep
changing, from the Gujarati and the South Indian in the
1960s through the people of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar in the
early 2000s to people from the Northeastern states in more
recent times. We blame the ‘outsiders’ for not integrating
into Mumbai, not seeing it as their own — but how will
they, when they have to struggle so hard to find acceptance
and habitation?

A truly great city must give its citizens a balance between
built form and the natural environment. In Mumbai, we
have consistently encroached and narrowed down green
spaces, wrecked the mangroves and salt pans, reclaimed
and built our houses, against the sensible Biblical
injunction, on sand. In the more than two months that
have passed since the lockdown was declared, those of us
who have had the privilege of relatively unanxious repose
have rediscovered birdsong. We have noticed the variety
of bird and animal species that live beneath the radar,
drowned out by the noise we need to make to establish
our sovereign presence as homo not very sapiens.
We have been through such a terrible crisis before, but our
collective amnesia prevents us from remembering it. No,
I am not thinking of the hair-raising weeks of December
1992 and January 1993, when, under the cover of the
violence that followed the destruction of the Babri Masjid
in Ayodhya, malignant forces brought Bombay (as it still
was) to a dead halt, settling old scores, driving people
from their homes and places of livelihood, expelling them
from the city. I remember riding empty trains between
Khar and Churchgate, watching with sorrow as towers of
flame rose from burning timber warehouses. I remember
going on a peace march through the inner city, passing
harrowing scenes, the charred remains of marginal lives
flailing in the streets. The State did nothing to help. It
was left to public spirited citizens to band themselves
into mohalla committees and not-for-profit platforms to
restore dialogues and solidarities that had been wrecked
by the cataclysm.
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No, I am thinking back to the bubonic plague that swept
across western India in the mid-1890s and exacted a terrible
toll on colonial Bombay. Then as now, the city — outside
its elite precincts — was an insanitary swamp, uncaring of
its vast labour force, its housing for the poor unsatisfactory.
The official response to the plague was to force entry into
homes and workplaces to check for the disease, to drive
people into plague camps, demolish houses and expel
large numbers of the city’s inhabitants. Then, as now,
many families fled the city. On the redemptive side, the
government established the City Improvement Trust (CIT),
under whose aegis were wrought the transformations of
urban space that we think of when we dwell lovingly on the
happier parts of our city’s history.
In Hausmannian spirit, the CIT planned boulevards and
enclaves, laid lines for water supply, drainage and sewage
disposal. On the east-west axis it laid Princess Street,
carrying the restorative sea breeze into the densely packed
inner city. Along the north-south axis it laid Sydenham Road
(later renamed Mohammed Ali Road), which linked South
Bombay to the new, salubrious and beautifully planned
districts of Dadar, Matunga, Wadala and Sion, catering
to the members of multiple socio-economic strata.
Alongside these developments arose housing colonies,
colleges, hospitals, and a grand new system of public
transport that included railways and tramways. Beyond
Mahim Causeway, meanwhile, lay the garden suburbs
of what are today Bandra, Khar, Santacruz and Vile Parle,
offering their inhabitants proximity both to an urban hub
and to the natural environment, the embrace of community
and the freedom of mobility.

Regrettably, the CIT was an optimistic interlude in an
otherwise dystopian history of urban planning, replete with
missed opportunities and roads wilfully not taken: Navi
Mumbai versus Nariman Point, the mill lands, the Coastal
Road, among others. I turn, again, to Charles Correa. In a
2008 interview, he emphasised the urgency of ensuring
that Mumbai would be run, not by the troika of Municipal
Commissioner, Secretary (Urban Development) and Chief
Minister, but by “a system that combines the crucial benefits
of representational democracy with those of professional
management”, embodied by a mayor directly elected by the
people on the basis of her or his stated plans for key sectors
like “water supply, transport, health and education”.
Is this a lesson that we are prepared to learn, in the
aftermath of the Covid- 19 pandemic and lockdown? Or
will Mumbai blunder on, in its shambolic way, until the next
crisis strikes?
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CCF PROJECT UPDATE
NAGARI SHORT FILM COMPETITION
The Nagari Film Competition is an annual competition
designed to guide and develop films that focus on urban
issues, specific to Indian cities. Nagari intends to be a
bioscope for the city, and through this lens we explore
diverse urban conditions and engage with issues.
The Nagari Film Competition strives to make urban design
and urban planning more accessible to the public through
film. Through Nagari, we seek to create an opportunity
for filmmakers, architects, planners and social scientists to
channel their thoughts and visions towards depicting the
urban realm. The competition will provide professionals
with an opportunity to collaborate with like-minded
individuals from different backgrounds, and to utilize film as
a medium to discuss the nature of urbanism in Indian cities,
as a guided exercise, with a panel of Mentors on board to
help participants on their journey to creating a film.
This year, the Nagari Short Film Competition is looking for
films that address the question, “How could one tell the
story of housing adequacy in urban India”?

This drone image exposes the blatant inequality between gated communities and low-income settlements in Mumbai. Photo: Johnny Miller.

Registrations open on 1st October, 2020. To learn more
about the Nagari Short Film Competition, click here.
You can write to us at nagari@charlescorreafoundation.org
Registrations close on 15th October 2020.
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EQUAL CITIES CHALLENGE
The Equal cities challenge seeked transformative solutions
that can radically improve the lives of the urban poor living
in urban slum. The aim was to alleviate the negative impact
of COVID-19 and make low-income communities more
resilient to future crises.
The Charles Correa Foundation collaborated with two
other NGOs — Kokum Design Trust, Justice Adda and one
citizen action group ActforGoa to present the idea of the
‘Empowerment Window’, a solution addressing the problem
of how our system is not designed to include migrant
workers .
We proposed prototyping an approach for inclusive village
urbanisation planning designed for resilience, integration
and access to basic amenities through a physical space or
an empowerment window/ kiosk balancing participation
and outreach within communities.

Our proposal - ‘The Empowerment Window’ was one of the eight projects shortlisted and presented to the jury.

We chose Calangute, Goa as our site of study and
intervention. A r-urbanising village, it offers us a
unique opportunity to develop a preventative urban
solution A solution that will broaden system data and
integration through mapping workshops, interactions and
participatory planning practices.
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CCF NEWSLETTER VOLUME 1
The CCF Newsletter is a quarterly publication to inform and
communicate with our subscribers, delivering information
and updates. The newsletter features our projects,
workshops and outreach, along with a distinct feature
essay from our body of work and a section dedicated
towards remembering Charles Correa, which presents
explorations/texts/interviews/ that focused around him and
his philosophy.
CCF Newsletter volume 1 was released in May 2020. With
the aim of reaching our patrons and audience, using a
channel where we can personalize our communication
during COVID-19 lockdown. The CCF Newsletter volume 1
presented project updates, publication and a staff spotlight
with links to original articles and posts on the CCF website
where users can study the subject in detail.
Read the CCF Newsletter volume 1 here.
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MAPPING SUPPLY CHAINS IN INDIA
As the COVID-19 lockdown was announced in India, supply
chains came to an abrupt halt, and the distribution of food
and essential services became a huge challenge. In our
blog, ‘Illustrating Avant-garde Supply Chains’, we tried to
contextualise and understand the role supply chains play
in ensuring the delivery of essential supplies to individuals
living in urban areas. Subsequently, in April 2020, CCF
hosted an online challenge asking citizens to illustrate
the avant-garde supply chains that had developed post
lockdown.
Witnessing how Indian cities adapted to last-mile doorto-door services, and in order to better understand the
supply chain in a diverse neighbourhood, we challenged
individuals to use varying medium — text, photograph,
sketch, video, render, to represent and narrate their
observations and predictions, thereby explaining the
emergence of these modified supply chains.
We seeked to highlight the emergence of two distinct
factors, a new supply chain and their vision of the new
normal that supply chains shall adhere to. Using the
hashtag #CCFSupplyChallenge and Instagram tags we
featured and discussed unique observations across
different cities, through our social media handles.

Mapping supply chains in Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu. Credit: Urban Design Collective
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FELLOWSHIP SPOTLIGHT

Nitesh Kumar

Vaishali Joshi
2017 - 18
Research Fellow
Current location: Rotterdam, Netherlands
The most memorable project for me was “Rationalizing Signage
in Panaji Part B: Commercial Signage Policy”. It was about
documenting and proposing design and policy guidelines for
commercial signage in Panaji as a way of improving the image
of the city. We also organized a competition, exhibition and
panel discussion on the same to engage the local stakeholders.
It was a great learning experience for me!

2014 - 15
Research Fellow
Current location: New Delhi, India
Memorable project : When I put my thoughts to recall my
most memorable project in CCF, I will have to mention the
Urban Signage Project that I had undertaken as my first
project in CCF. What made the project significant, both on
personal and professional front, was the varying challenges
and learning that it had to offer. The intent of the project
was to create a signage system that ensures uniformity,
legibility, readability and effective way-finding.

Rhea D’Souza
2013 - 14
Research Fellow
Current location: Goa, India
Memorable project: The Panjim Map
it was the project I was in charge of, it also meant I bore the
brunt of Charles’ highly trained eye! I have always had a love for
cartography and this experience really made me dive deeper
into it. Also, working on the ‘Road map for efficient mobility’
(within Panjim, and between Panjim and Mapusa), and presenting
learnings about Bamboo construction at Nagaland for a CCF Public
forum, were some of the memorable moments.

Map illustrating the current location of ex-CCF Research Fellows. The Fellowship is for a year, and we usually appoint 2 to 3 Fellows at a time.
Selected memoirs featured in this edition of newsletter.
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PUBLICATION SPOTLIGHT
the NEW LANDSCAPE
The New Landscape is an exploration of urbanism in the
Third World. With a series of essays, Correa explains how
each society has already evolved not only the architecture,
but also the patterns of urban development that most
closely suit its climate, topography, economic activity,
family relations and social habits. He highlights how
humility should be an integral part of urbanism in the Third
World by discussing the implications of urbanism based on
his experiences in Bombay and internationally.
Correa makes the case for those principles he believes to be
most important in housing, namely: Equity, Incrementality,
Pluralism, having Open-to-Sky space, the Disaggregation
of the elements that make up the urban context to allow
for participation in forming one’s own environment and to
facilitate Income Generating activities.
Publication ‘The New Landscape’ 1985, original edition
by The Book Society of India, first printing, is available on
Amazon.in.

Photographs from ‘The New Landscape’ 1985.

14

CHARLES CORREA ARCHIVES
SUBSCRIBE FOR ACCESS TO THE ARCHIVES

Drawings and photographs of
projects of Charles Correa as
available on Correa Archives

The most efficient way to access working drawings,
archival images, sketches and academic articles on Charles
Correa’s international projects on your PC is by availing
a subscription to the Correa Archives. The Archives
are available on subscription to architecture colleges,
offices, institutions and individuals around the world. For
application form, please click here.

For further queries, kindly contact:
Charles Correa Foundation
169, St Sebastian Chapel Street
Fontainhas, Panaji, Goa 403001
India
e: connect@charlescorreafoundation.org
t: +91 832 222-0058
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THE STUDENT AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
CCF’s Student Ambassador Program has been initiated
to engage college students in research and education
around human settlements, and to promote holistic
community development. CCF has affiliated with 14
enthusiastic student leaders from architecture and
planning institutes within India, to act at the fulcrum
— between their institutes and CCF, curating regional
outreach.
The Student Ambassador Program runs on a monthly
basis, exposing the young leaders to Charles Correa,
his projects, writings, philosophy and their consequent
impact on settlements. The program allows for a personal
exchange between like-minded individuals.
Our first meeting hosted the Ahmedabad based
group ‘AFA India - Architecture for All’. It is a non-profit
association of young multidisciplinary individuals whose
mission is to research, foster and promote architectural
thinking and practice in India. ‘Ahmedabad Commons’ is
their annual event, where they explore the contribution
architecture and design make to life in Ahmedabad.
Ahmedabad Commons was founded with the belief that
good cities are made with the informed engagement of
all citizens.
We aim to grow the Student Ambassador program with
time to include students of architecture and planning
from all over the world.

The first student ambassador meeting was conducted virtually on July 30, 2020 where AFA presented their initiative ‘Ahmedabad Commons’.
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At CCF we believe in creating meaningful discourse within the community of architects and designers to influence positive change.
CCF’s mandate is to identify ideas with potential, and process them into tangible, structured projects that can be pitched to the stakeholders and authorities.
Our work follows an organic process that originates with identifying an issue or concern that has the potential to use a design intervention.
Sharing walls with heritage houses in the precinct of Fontainhas, the Foundation studio occupies a small footprint in this historic area. Our office is part of the
neighbourhood fabric and the Fontainhas community. Located at street level, CCF always has its doors open to anyone interested in engaging in our work.
The CCF Newsletter will be distributed quarterly, issued to all our subscribers. To subscribe for future issues, please click here

All work undertaken by CCF is on a not-for-profit basis. The Charles
Correa Foundation is constituted as a duly registered not-for-profit public
charitable trust and has been exempted u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act.
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