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feature essay 

For centuries, the state of Goa was most easily accessed 
by boat. India’s smallest state is located along India’s 
West Coast, sandwiched between the Arabian Sea and 
the Sahyadri mountain range1, a majority of the state’s 
landmass comprises low lying swamps and floodplains 
of the many rivers that dissect the state. The two biggest 
rivers are the Mandovi and Zuari. In between them the 
region of Ilhas — which translates to “Islands”.  

The Mandovi – Zuari basin, is an estuarine water body 
with many natural harbours. The Kadamba dynasty saw 
this potential in the 10th century AD2, when they set up 
the port of Gopakapatnam on the Northern bank of the 
Zuari. After the fall of the Kadambas, the territory was 
constantly fought over, by the Vijayanagara Empire and 
Bahmani Sultanate. Both viewed the region as a valuable 
trading port. The ports of Gopakkapattnam and Ella 
became important markets for horse-trade. The Bahmani 
Sultanate consolidated their control over Goa in the 
late 14th century, and under the Adil Shahi dynasty 
of Bijapur, they fortified the city of Ella and created a 
navigable canal through the wetlands between the 
Mandovi and Zuari basin. Adil Shah built two palaces in 
Ilhas. One still stands today — located in the capital city 
of Panaji. 

CONNECTING TISWADI: A RIVER BUS NETWORK

1

Illustrative map of the “Old Conquests” the region of Goa which 
was under Portuguese control for over 400 years, charting 
waterways, islands and borders.

The Portuguese also arrived in Goa via the water. 
Despite the development of many modern transport 
systems and roads, the rivers acted as borders between 
districts of Goa — this phenomenon is evidenced by the 
cultural shift that occurred “across the river”. There is a 
distinct dialect of Konkani which can be observed in the 
provinces of Salcete and Ilhas — not more than 15km 
between them. Rivers were often forded at key crossing 
points by canoes. A boatman (oddecar) would transport 
wares and people across the river.

“The Goan once lived an amphibious existence — he 
travelled by canoe, and then across dense forests and 
rough terrain inland ... Perhaps that is why a mere 7km 
ride is perceived as ‘so far away’ even today.”  
— Couto, 2004 

The first ferry boat service the “lancha”3 was started 
in 1888. These boats would not move like the canoes 
— but rather sail along the riverbanks, crisscrossing at 
times, and connecting the islands in Ilhas, including the 
capital Panjim with Bardez and Salcette. These boats 
persisted till the late 20th century, but have since been 
replaced by modern ferries, flat bottomed boats that can 
carry a relatively large number of people, as well as cars 
and small trucks across the water. The Mandovi - Zuari 
basin has numerous islands,  Divar, Chorao, St Estevam, 
Vanxim, and Cumbarjua are still highly dependent 
on these vehicles. Chorao — an island of over 5,000 
residents has eight landing points for these boats.  
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The CCF team conducted an initial survey of the ferry 
boat landing points in the Tiswadi region of Goa. The 
survey mapped out 22 points that ford the river by ferry. 
Some of these, like the Betim - Panjim crossing have 
4 boats plying between the two jetties at peak hours. 
The research led to a critique of the existing ferry boat 
system. 

The primary issues arise with the boats themselves. 
Firstly they are infrastructure heavy — there are 
dedicated ramps for vehicles and people to enter the 
boat. They are slow — each boat can move at a top 
speed of 30km/hr, additionally, they have only one entry 
point —  so mid-journey the boat will physically turn 
around and reverse into the landing point.

Most importantly — in a time when we are concerned 
about carbon emissions, these boats ferry four wheelers. 
The vehicles are doubly, sometimes triply loaded in the 
boats, at the time of landing, chaos prevails as vehicle 
after vehicle has to maneuver and deboard before new 
vehicles can start boarding. 

In some ways the present scenario is a reversion to the 
canoe system. While working on the Regional Plan for 
Goa in 2009-10, Mr. Correa travelled extensively up and 
down the state’s waterways. Soon after, in 2011 Correa 
pitched an idea for the need to use Goa’s waterways as 
a conduit for mobility. Developing the static ferry boats 
into an interpretation of the lancha in a modern context 
could promote decongestion of roadways and provide 
affordable public transport to both tourists and locals.

Aerial photo of the Old Goa ferry making a 180 degree turn in the water so that the vehicles may disembark in the opposite bank. During 
shorter crossings like this one, the turn around takes as much time as the physical journey across the river.

Photo of the Chorao ferry boat, packed 
to the brim with people and vehicles. 
Some motorists park their vehicles in 
reverse while boarding the  so that they 
can get off the boat quicker.

The overdependence on bridges to cross the river at 
only certain points, leads to increased transit time, cost 
and carbon emissions. Islanders from Chorao, Divar, St. 
Estevam etc. are practically isolated from the city and 
many essential services. As explained before, the existing 
ferry boat system is practically the same as a bridge, the 
boats ply — for the most part, along the shortest route 
across the channel. 

Inspired by the vaporetti of Venice and the water buses of 
Istanbul, the Tiswadi river-bus project envisions moving 
people, not vehicles, along, and  across the channel. One 
suggestion that arose from initial stakeholder discussions 
was the utility of a boat-bus amphibious vehicle, which 
could take advantage of the existing ramp and ferry-stop 
infrastructure. 
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Goa’s waterways are incredibly conducive to river 
transportation — while the Foundation is yet to obtain 
detailed bathymetric data. Discussions with authorities 
at the Department of River Navigation in Goa has led to 
an understanding that the channel is deep enough for a 
flat bottomed boat with a low draft. 

The team at CCF conducted an extensive survey of 
the existing infrastructure that is set up for ferry boats, 
private boats and leisure cruises in Tiswadi. From this 
information, a course for PHASE-1 of the project was 
plotted.  

The CCF team mapped ferry facilities and services in the entire 
Mandovi – Zuari basin.

Etymology of the word “lancha” from Dalgado, S. R. 
‘Portuguese Vocables in Asiatic Languages’ (1988)



Using this information, the CCF team undertook a 
comparitive analysis, mapping and understanding the 
transit time between the tourist hotspot of Calangute / 
Baga, the capital city of Panaji, and the city of Vasco Da 
Gama in the south, home to the state’s only airport and a 
busy railway station as well. 

The comparitive studies illustrate that significant travel 
time, can be cut by using the waterways. This is a major 
incentive for travellers to opt for a water-centric travel 
option. Additionally, since the water-buses can hold 
far more people / vehicle than private cars and two 
wheelers, the effective number of trips will greatly 
reduce. This will greatly reduce carbon emissions, 
especially because these routes avoid the choke-points 
at the Mandovi bridge at Panaji, and the Zuari bridge at 
Cortalim (a site notorious for frequent traffic jams.).

(L) The water buses in Istanbul are an integral part of the 
cityscape. They move across and along the Bosphorus strait, 
connecting the European and Asian parts of the city Source:  
https://sofiaadventures.com/istanbul-travel-tips/

(R) The vaporetti are equally important to the 
city of Venice and are a permanent fixture 
on images of the Grand Canal. Source: Gary 
Lewis via Flikr https://www.flickr.com/photos/
glewis333/26089352207/

PHASE 1 (dotted orange) strives to connect relatively high-
density locations, with existing ferry facilities through regular 
water bus service.

Charles Correa describes an approach to urban mobility 
in ‘The New Landscape’ (1985) as conceptualising a, 
“flexible structural plan which identifies … points of 
intersection and / or transfer. For instance … a bus stop 
where you transfer from one mode of travelling (walking) 
to another (vehicular)” 

One of the first projects that CCF worked on, was a 
“Decongestion Model” for Panaji City back in 2011-144 
this project envisioned a multimodal system for the 
city. (Panaji is notorious for its lack of public transport 
within the city). A salient feature of the decongestion 
model, was a consideration of the existing bus lines, 
and, layered on top of that, a system of hop-on-hop off 
shared vehicles that would connect the buses (which 
presently service merely the city’s fringe), to the core. 

4
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An analysis of the existing ferry infrastructure and facilities of 
the stops identified under PHASE-1. 

No. Ferry point River Ramp Parking
Existing land 

facilities
Local Demand Tourist Demand Shade Seating Nearest public transport Distance Nearest Village / Town

Bus                                                             
(Old Goa Police Station bus stop)

0.8 km

Rail                                                       
(Karmalli Railway Station)

1.6 km

2 Divar (Piedade) YES YES
small store, bus 

stop
High                                          

(Divar Islanders to mainland)
Medium                                     

(Eco Tourism in Divar)
no no

Bus                                                              
(Old Goa Ferry bus stop)

0.1 km Piedade / Malar

3 Ribandar YES no no
High                                            

(Divar Islanders to mainland)
Low trees no

Bus                                                              
(Divar Ferry bus stop)

0.1 km Ribandar (Panaji)

4 Divar (West) YES no bungalow
High                                                 

(Divar Islanders to mainland)
Medium                                  

(Eco Tourism in Divar)
trees no

Bus                                                     
(Ribandar Ferry bus stop)

0.1 km Goltim-Navelim

5 Ribandar YES no
Vendors with carts 

& small shrine
High                                          

(Chorao Islanders to Mainland)
Low trees YES

Bus                                                         
(Chorao Ferry bus stop)

0.1 km Ribandar (Panaji)

6 Chorao YES YES
small vendors, bus 

stop
High                                      

(Chorao Islanders to Mainland)
Medium                                   

(Bird Sanctuary)
trees + shed YES

Bus                                                    
(Ribandar Ferry bus stop)

0.1 km Chorao

7 Panaji (St. Monica) no YES
Cruise terminal, 

vendors
Low / Minimum

High                                         
(River Cruises)

shed YES Panjim Bus Stand 0.9 km Panaji City

9 Panaji (Mandovi) YES YES vendors with carts,
High                                    

(Employed in the city / market)
Very High                               

(Panaji City, Fontainhas)
trees + shed no

Bus                                                         
(Betim Ferry bus stop)

0.1 km Panaji City

10 Betim YES YES
small vending 

stores and place of 
worship

High                                         
(Fishing jetty / employed in 

Tourist belt)

Very High                                     
(Fort Aguada, Reis Magos, 

Nightlife)
trees YES

Bus                                                         
(Betim Petrol pump bus stop)

0.2 km Penha de Franca

11
Panaji (Kala 
Academy)

no YES Art Centre, Cafe 
Low                                        

(Panaji Market, St. Inez)
Medium                                          

(Kala Academy)
trees YES

Bus                                                           
(Kala Academy bus stop)

0.2 km Panaji City

12
Panaji (Dona Paula 

Jetty)
no YES

Jetty, vendors, 
stores

Medium                                  
(Taleigao residents, Goa 
University students and 
Mormugao connection)

High                                                 
(Dona Paula tourist site and 

Mormugao connection)
no YES

Bus                                                          
(Dona Paula Police Station)

0.4 km Taleigao / Bambolim

Rail                                                           
(Vasco da Gama Railway station)

1.6 km

Bus                                                             
(KTC Bus Stand, Vasco)

1.7 km

Air                                                          
(Dabolim Airport)

4.8 km

13
Mormugao 

(Khariawadda )
no YES

Mormugao port, 
fishing jetty,

Medium                                   
(Airport, Seaport and Railway)

High                                  
(Christians, Divar Islanders to 

Mainland)

Very High                             
(UNESCO world heritage site of 

Old Goa)
trees YES Ella / Banguinim

Zuari

Very High                                     
(Airport, Seaport and Railway)

no no Mormugao

1 Old Goa

Mandovi

YES no no
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An idea that has been germinating since 
then, has been, to use the river as a Rapid 
Transit line (comparable to the metro 
in a bigger city, or a BRT) thereby tying 
together a more intricate system of public 
transport services.Using the water also 
addresses a major conundrum that has 
been troubling planners working in Panaji 
for a while. Most of the cities suburbs, 
Taleigao, Dona Paula, Bambolim, Merces, 
St. Cruz, Old Goa, all fall into the same 
administrative area — Tiswadi, these 
areas, together, are understood as the 
Panaji Urban Agglomeration (PUA). The 
biggest issue with the PUA is it does not 
“look across the river” at the four villages 
that make up the Porvorim region. 

Porvorim is incredibly important, not 
just as a major residential suburb, where 
close to 50,000 people live5 (a large 
number of whom, work in Panaji) but 
also because there are more than ten 
major government institutions located in 
this area, including the state Legislative 
Assembly, Secretariat and a still-under-
construction High Court. 

Comparative analysis: mapping and understanding transit time and 
distance of Panjim to airport. 

Comparative analysis: mapping and understanding transit time and 
distance of  Calangute/Baga to airport. 



Through Betim, the river-bus can finally connect 
Porvorim to Panaji, not just making the transit quicker 
for residents, but hopefully by linking the two areas 
together, potentially adding Porovirm to the PUA.

Goa has over 255km of navigable waterways. Making 
optimal use of these waterways for navigation can make 
commuting more convenient, faster, low-cost and most 
importantly — environment friendly   

An illustration where PHASE-1 of the river bus plan, has been 
overlayed on top of the transportation network resolved in the 

“Decongestion Model”. 

The resultant system not only connects suburbs like Old Goa, 
Betim and Dona Paula to the city, but additionally, creates 

“points of interaction or transfer” that are identified as multi nodal 
transport points in this diagram.
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Notes and References
1 It is stated that some of the steepest passes in the western ghat mountain range are the portion of the Sahyadri hills on Goa’s borders. This is one of the reasons why the fort of Ella had its own gunpowder mill —  
 a rare occurrence for a sea-fort of that time period, and one of the reasons why the Portuguese chose Goa, among all the cities along India’s west coast as their base of operations. 
2 Costa Cosme J. ‘The Heritage of Govapuri: A Study of the Artifacts In and Around the Pilar Seminary Museum’ (2002) 
3 Launch or passeger motor boat.
4 Charles Correa Foundation report: ‘Decongestion Model for Panaji City Core’ (2014)
5 Projected population in 2019, based on 2011 Census data.



Buildings as Essays by Kaiwan Mehta

Reprinted from domus india, Volume 9/ Issue 3/ January 2020

As we send this editorial to press, the title of our keystone 
feature Can you hear me? resonates throughout India. 
The people of India have agreed to debate and argue 
at every cost. And as campuses are at the centre of 
this samudra manthan, and rightly so, we look at the 
design of a new campus building in India — a school of 
architecture on a campus on the outskirts of Chennai. 
We visit the archives of Charles Correa, and pull out his 
ideas — projects that proposed architectural solutions 
for complex, political situations and scenarios — and 
understand how humility in architecture is as important as 
pluralism is the key element in our historical heritage. We 
review artistic engagement with architecture, including a 
form of quasi-architecture (in the form of film
sets) and explore the myriad inter-lives of our visual and 
spatial geographies of built and unbuilt environments, of 
permanence and change. 

To draw out debates on meanings of what we see and how 
we see is important. What are the worlds we occupy and 
how should we occupy them, is an important question 
today. On what terms and conditions do we occupy the 
world of buildings and images around us and how we work 
and rework with them to make for a responsible and critical 
public. A public of makers and doers, a public of consumers 
and users, a public with a critical eye and soul, and a public 
that believes in being citizens of the world!

Intellectual and political urgencies within societies raise debates, and 
generate responses in many forms. The architect, aware of his role 
as a social and cultural practitioner, also contributes — in this case 
with built-form-ideas — where proposals for buildings produce an 

argument of sorts, charting a response that wishes to tap the creative 
strength of human societies.

Drawings and sketches indicating the design of a memorial 
edifice in Ayodhya as proposed by Charles Correa 

(2003). It would have a simple, primordial form, as much 
landscape as architecture, causing minimal damage to 

the earth. On the low long walls, artists and craftspersons 
would depict the many sacred beliefs and symbols of the 

diverse, pluralistic religions of India. 
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REMEMBERING CHARLES
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Charles Correa felt that a citizen needs to participate in public discourse. He wrote in many media outlets about a variety of topics, never restricting himself to architecture. 

The article ‘An architetcure that unites us’ was published in the Hindustan Times.



How do we connect what we see on the streets of 
our cities and the corridors of our buildings, with what 
happens within our homes and classrooms, our minds of 
shared spaces and libraries of memories and meanings? 
The home is not inside; the street is not outside; they are 
both extensions of each other through the corridors of 
our mind and the navigations of the self, and the body. 
We move, and images move; today we move all across 
the world through images and spaces held within our 
palms. In such circumstances, we ask what is local and
global, what is inside and outside, when am I an insider 
and when am I an outsider? To stand within the labyrinth of 
blacks, (the set of Nalini Malani’s exhibition at the Goethe 
Institut/Max Mueller Bhavan Mumbai) where multiple 
projections play many ‘thought bubbles’ and ask us to 
reckon with a mind and world in turmoil and yet full of 
ideas; ideas of release, ideas of pain and comfort, ideas that 
deliver, ideas that capture — we are inside dream houses of 
the mind — warmth, and freedom, the ability to speak and 
relay one’s thoughts beyond the bounded home, into the 
labyrinth of houses; houses where I can reject and accept, 
houses where I can debate and ask questions, houses 
where I can think and argue, where I can build a solidarity of 
arguments, houses for democratic arguments built through 
educated reasoning and debate.

10

Drawings and sketches indicating the 
design of a War Memorial at Rajpath, 
New Delhi as proposed by Correa (2006) 
for the Ministry of Defence. The sketches 
showcase the indicative arrangement of 
the slopes and walls. 



Anything new always holds promise; this new
year, again, we can be hopeful. Of course there
are enough reasons to be hopeful today in India
— at this moment hope is being fought for through
hard struggles and hard thinking. Architecture
needs to think as well; architects need to put in
more hard work in thinking through architecture.
The archival material we present from Charles
Correa is an indication towards that — the ability
of the architect to think beyond sites and
commissions towards the making of public and cultural 
spaces, politics and social environments. Malani’s 
‘thought bubbles’ are a call and thesis for a future of 
struggles, but also of hope and ideas, thinking through 
situations and times. Let me leave you with some lines 
and a quotation from Malani’s essay you will read in the 
pages to come. In this framing you will see someone 
ask you tough questions, but neither leaving you without 
hope, nor letting you slip into a comfort zone because 
there is just one ‘one time’, and that is ‘now’, asking you 
to act, to act in thought and in practice:

 Archival material from the proposed design of the 
Prime Minister’s weekend residence in New Delhi, 

as conceptualised by Correa (1973). Correa had 
envisioned it as a retreat that could take the form 

of a simple cluster of units, built from the most 
elementarymaterials, something as simple — and 
perhaps as inexpensive — as village architecture. 

It would create the ideal ‘ambience’ for a think-
tank and would give state visitors a unique and 

unforgettable experience. 

“What has the idea of Utopia given us? This in turn raises 
others: How did we start out and what are we heading 
towards now? With the death of Modernism and the 
progressive socialist state, what is our excuse for the 
present state of affairs and the future? It reminds me of the 
poem Nothing Twice by Wislawa Szymborska:

Nothing can ever happen twice.
In consequence, the sorry fact is
that we arrive here improvised
and leave without the chance to practice.

We come improvised. There is no time to rehearse life, and 
nothing can be redone.”  
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The DWELL workshop focused on the idea of cost efficient, 
low-rise high-density housing systems explored through 
the lens of the Tube House designed by  Charles Correa. 

The four-day workshop brought together students 
and professionals under the guidance of mentors and 
reviewers. The workshop gave the participants exclusive 
access to the Charles Correa Archives. Working drawings of 
the Tube House were provided to the participants and the 
layout of the plan of Tube House was drawn by CCF team 
(1:1 scale) to aid the participants in spatially experiencing 
the divisions, sizes and thresholds of the Tube House.

The workshop progressed in an evolving manner, where 
each session added parameters and constraints to the 
process of design. Initially, participants were encouraged 
to work with the section ‘hierarchy of spaces’ and the ‘bill 
of rights’ as both were important to Charles’ thinking.  
Moreover, the modules carried out by mentors and their 
distinct objectives added complexity to the discourse and 
helped participants develop a layered understanding of 
housing, particularly in the context of the third world. 

Participants were subjected to multiple reviews where 
mentors helped streamline their design development. 

DWELL WORKSHOP

Participants worked in groups of 6 
for four days exploring three modules 
under the guidance of mentors 
and reviewers exploring different 
techniques, mediums and softwares. 

Participants digitally rendered the 
Tube house with accurate mea-
surements using drawings from the 
Charles Correa Archives

The DWELL Reader presented the 
details of the workshop and two 
distinct essays by Charles Correa for 
module specific reading. 
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CFF PROJECT UPDATE 



DWELL 2020 looked at density, materials and adaptive 
interiors as fundamentals of designs that needed re-
thinking in contemporary times. At the end of the 
workshop, four teams (6 participants per team) presented 
their Tube house proposals as context and user- specific 
housing schemes spread across one hectare  

DWELL WORKSHOP

           
Group 4’s Tube House proposal: A Bandhani making community with 
individual and  community workshops 
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Group 1’s Master plan for the Tube House scheme: 
Tansen Nagar, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh. 89 units in 1 Hectare. 



The project seeks to draw up a masterplan for the area 
around the monuments of Old Goa which benefits the 
residents, church, tourists and ASI. When the concerned 
citizens from Old Goa approached CCF for assistance, 
CCF agreed to help them produce a dynamic long-term 
planning document that provides a conceptual layout to 
guide future growth and development of Old Goa. 

The Old Goa Master Plan is a bottom-up participatory 
planning exercise to safeguard the heritage of the Churches 
and convents of Old Goa as UNESCO world heritage site. 
The masterplan aims to introduce sustainable development 
which benefits the locals and also helps the tourists. 
Moreover, the project seeks to link the monuments on the 
holy hill (St. Augustine, St. Monica, N.S. do Rosario) with the 
rest of the monuments in Old Goa (Basilica of Bom Jesus, Se’ 
Cathedral)  

OLD GOA MASTER PLAN

Basilica of Bom Jesus is part of the Churches and convents of Goa 
which were declared UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Photo credit: Lester Silveira

14



CCF approached the Corporation of the City of Panaji (CCP) 
in 2014 with the idea to work on directional and heritage 
signages in Panaji. CCF drafted a policy for traffic and 
commercial signage which was approved by the CCP and 
amended into the Municipal byelaws.

Pilot for the project, through discussion with CCP the area 
selected was  “Church Square”. Church Square is the area 
around the Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Church 
in the heart of the city of Panaji. It is a popular landmark 
which is always filled with tourists. The project gave CCF a 
chance to design signages in accordance to the guidelines 
developed for the city of Panaji. The points of intervention 
for the new signage system have been decided post a study 
of the area and the new signage incorporates the required 
information provided by the CCP  

SIGNAGE SYSTEM FOR PANAJI

Map of Church square illustrating the identified points for traffic 
directional sign post and the heritage information sign post 
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HERITAGE LISTING OF THE CHIMBEL CHAPEL

The village of Chimbel situated 5km from Goa’s capital, 
Panaji. There are developmental pressures developing on 
the village due to the completion of the Panaji-Old Goa 
expressway which cuts through the village. In Chimbel, 
there lie the ruins of the Chapel of Nossa Senhora do 
Carmo – a chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Carmel. The 
site is incredibly important not just historically, but also 
culturally because it was one of the first convents run and 
led by clergy who were native Goans. The building is a 
stunning example of a specific style of architecture known 
as the Goan Mannerist style, a very late interpretation of 
Renaissance architecture, influenced by Portuguese naval 
architecture and executed by local artisans.  Goa’s first 
mental health hospital was also set up at the site. 

The residents of Chimbel reached out to CCF for help as 
they felt that the chapel was threatened by developmental 
pressures, and many of them had memories growing up 
in and around the structure. Consequently, CCF hosted a 
seminar to illustrate the possible new visions for the ruins. 
Under the guidance of Edgar Ribeiro, the former Chief 
Town Planner of India and Fernando Velho, CCF provided 
technical advice on how to heritage list the structure and 
compiled a dossier of evidence which we submitted to the 
authorities to list the structure. Eventually the residents 
were successful in convincing the department of Town and 
Country Planning, Goa, to notify the ruins of the Chapel of 
Nossa Senhora do Carmo as a heritage structure  

View of the nave of the chapel from outside. 
Photo credit: Fernando Velho

Meeting between Prof. Edgar, 
Fernando, Clergy, and Chimbel 

residents on 29th May 2019 at the 
Charles Correa Foundation
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Map illustrating the various ex-CCF employees and their current 
location and memoirs from CCF, featured in this edition of newsletter

2011 - 12 
Research Fellow 
Current location: Copenhagen, Denmark 
Memorable project : I had the privilege of working at CCF to draw up 
a Decongestion Model for Panaji City Centre, where Charles Correa 
would call us daily to track our progress. He taught me a great deal, 
but one  memorable learning was about the role an architect can play 
in shaping a democratic, accessible and equitable built environment. 
In many ways, his legacy continues through the CCF’s work in Urban 
Interventions and research and development of human settlements.

2018 - 19 
Research Fellow 
Current location: Singapore
Memorable project : I enjoyed Z-Axis 2018, the theme of equity in 
the design of cities was an important factor in helping me decide 
my present course for further studies and a career in Urban Design. 
Organising the event, mobilising volunteers and making sure 
everything went smoothly was a great learning experience. 
Post-event documentation, especially the preparation of the 
conference proceedings, provided me with another great insight into 
the minds, and work, of some of the presenters.

2016 - 17
Research Fellow 
Current location: Mumbai, India
Memorable project : My most memorable project from my time at 
CCF has to be the Critique of Cujira School Complex, After we finished 
the initial critique of the “education hub”, and highlighted its failure 
to address any of the congestion issues it was originally planned 
to counter, we organised a workshop called “Schooling the Chaos” 
which saw the participation of a diverse range of stakeholders. It was 
gratifying to see these stakeholders collaborate and respond to the 
issues of congestion and student safety.

saloni parekh anjanaa devi srikanth

ankush chandran

https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2018/04/19/decongestion-model-for-panaji-city-centre/
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2018/04/19/z-axis-2018-save-the-date/
https://charlescorreafoundation.org/2017/05/17/critique-of-centralised-school-complex-at-cujira/


The first section of this book explores the process of 
building the Champalimaud Centre for the Unknown 
along with two other sections which illustrate other works 
of Charles Correa. The section ‘Snail Trail’ explores 11 
projects: Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya in Ahmedabad, 
Kanchanjunga apartments in Mumbai, the Brain and 
Cognitive Sciences Complex at MIT in Boston amongst 
others. The section ‘Two Models Of The Cosmos’ explores 
IUCAA in Pune and the Jawahar Kala Kendra in Jaipur.

Publication ‘The Champalimaud Centre for the Unknown & 
other works’ is available on Amazon.
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CHAMPALIMAUD CENTRE FOR THE UNKNOWN

PUBLICATION SPOTLIGHT



The most efficient way to access working drawings, 
archival images, sketches and academic articles on Charles 
Correa’s international projects on your PC is by availing 
a subscription to the Correa Archives. The Archives 
are available on subscription to architecture colleges, 
offices, institutions and individuals around the world. For 
application form, please click here. 

For further queries, kindly contact:
Charles Correa Foundation,
169, St Sebastian Chapel Street, 
Fontainhas, Panaji, Goa 403001
connect@charlescorreafoundation.org
Phone: +91 832 222-0058

19

Sketches, drawings and  details 
of  projects of Charles Correa as 

available on Correa Archives

SUBSCRIBE FOR  ACCESS TO ALL THE PROJECTS 
OF CHARLES CORREA

CHARLES CORREA ARCHIVES

https://ccfgoa.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/application-form-3.pdf


The Friends of CCF initiative is a platform 
to share with you our work — in education 
and research in human settlements.

As a Friend of the Foundation you will 
be part of our creative community and 
support our mission as a catalyst for 
architectural, urban design, planning 
and community-based projects that 
try to improve the condition of human 
settlements in India.

The Charles Correa Foundation is 
constituted as a duly registered not-for-
profit public charitable trust. All work 
undertaken by CCF is on a not-for-profit 
basis. All donations to CCF are exempted 
u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act. This gives 
Friends a great opportunity to contribute. 
Tax rebate can be claimed while filing 
annual Income Tax Returns.
The minimum donation to be a Friend of 
CCF starts at ₹ 10,000. The funds from 
Friends go into building our corpus.

DUE TO GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
REGULATIONS, WE CAN ONLY ACCEPT 
DONATIONS IN INDIAN RUPEES (₹) BY 
INDIVIDUALS / ORGANISATIONS BASED 
IN INDIA.

Contributors would be recognised patrons 
of the Foundation and we would like to offer 
a small token of our gratitude to you, a copy 
of  ‘A Place in the Shade’ by Charles Correa 
— a book which explores architectural and 
urban issues in India, from the house as a 
machine for dealing with the country’s often 
hostile climate to the metaphysical role of 
architecture as a “model of the cosmos.” This 
provocative and eminently readable collection 
of essays argues that the country’s habitat 
must respond to the overriding parameters 
of climate, culture and financial resources, 
and that our physical environment should 
accommodate both diversity and synergy. ‘A 
Place in the Shade’ identifies the defining 
issues of the urbanisation trends that are so 
rapidly transforming India.

As a recognised patron we would grant 
you priority access to our forums, news and 
publications and recognition in CCF’s annual 
donor listing.

Additionally, corporate benefactors can write 
to connect@charlescorreafoundation.org and 
donate CSR amounts to fund specific projects 
undertaken by CCF, this would require them to 
submit a formal letter addressing the project 
they wish to donate to. 

For more information on Friends of CCF, 
please click here
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FRIENDS OF CCF

https://charlescorreafoundation.org/donate/


At CCF we believe in creating meaningful discourse within the community of architects and designers to influence positive change.
CCF’s mandate is to identify ideas with potential, and process them into tangible, structured projects that can be pitched to the stakeholders and authorities. 
Our work follows an organic process that originates with identifying an issue or concern that has the potential to use a design intervention. 

Sharing walls with heritage houses in the precinct of Fontainhas, the Foundation studio occupies a small footprint in this historic area. Our office is part of the 
neighbourhood fabric and the Fontainhas community. Located at street level, CCF always has its doors open to anyone interested in engaging in our work.

The CCF Newsletter will be distributed quarterly, issued to all our subscribers. To subscribe for future issues, please click here
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All work undertaken by CCF is on a not-for-profit basis. The Charles 
Correa Foundation is constituted as a duly registered not-for-profit public 
charitable trust and has been exempted u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act.

http://eepurl.com/dllma9

